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Hello, Delegates!  

 

It is my absolute pleasure to welcome you to the 2017 University of Georgia Model United 

Nations Conference. My name is Alexandria Johnson and my co-chairs and I are very excited to 

watch you all partake in Putin’s KGB- A New Era. I highly encourage you to examine the 

characters you are assigned by reading the backgrounds provided and by exploring the extra 

sources that we have listed for you.  

 

That being said, allow me to introduce to you myself. My name is Alexandria Johnson and I will 

be serving as your Crisis Director for this committee. I am a sophomore from Augusta, Ga with a 

double major in International Affairs and Arabic. In addition to being Head Delegate for the 

University of Georgia’s Model UN team, I am also the Programming Director for NCNW and a 

BEST Mentor. When not tucked away in the MLC or class you can find me working in the 

International Student Life Office, running on trails by the IM Fields, or sprawled across my bed 

watching Netflix. The one thing that is equal to my love of International Affairs and Arabic is 

my love of the University of Georgia. Go Dawgs! 

 

It is with great pleasure that I introduce to you my Co-Chairs Chloe Hamby and Madison 

Henson. Chloe is from Douglasville, Georgia and a sophomore here at the university. She’s 

pursing a major in Political Science and a minor in Philosophy. She intends to go to law school 

so that she can become involved in politics in the future. She enjoys debate and loves everything 

she’s learned from Model UN thus far.  

 

Madison is a junior majoring in Marketing and truly enjoys the problem solving and critical 

thinking skills that she has gained from Model UN. Her favorite aspect of Model UN is the crisis 

committee where creativity and strategy are not only encouraged but necessary. In her free time, 

she enjoys playing the guitar, sports and going on adventures.   

 

As the time for conference draws nearer I remind you to refer to this background guide as often 

as necessary. That being said, this document is by no means the only resource that you are 

expected to use, nor should it be. Take advantage of any other sources that you come across and 

use them to educate yourselves. You are expected to come prepared with knowledge on your 

character and any action they have taken in addition to being aware of the same for others. Such 

knowledge in addition to a clear and concise plan is instrumental in writing an award winning 

position paper and acting as your character. Position papers must be typed in Times New Roman, 

12 size font, single-spaced and turned in on the first day of conference prior to the initiation of 

the session in order for a delegate to be considered for a position paper award.   

 

If you have any questions about this committee please contact me at 

alexandria.johnson27@uga.edu  

 

Best of luck, and as always GO DAWGS!  

 

Alexandria Johnson  
Crisis Director, Putin’s KGB- A New Era  

 

mailto:alexandria.johnson27@uga.edu
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The Basic Rules and Procedures for the Committee  
 

This committee is a crisis committee and therefore, will not operate under the traditional rules 

and procedures followed within traditional General Assemblies. Regardless, of whether you are 

or are not familiar with the structure of crisis committee, I urge you to carefully read through this 

and the following section. Since you have been given this information it is expected that you are 

ready to work in crisis situations.  

 

1. In a crisis committee there are no speaker’s lists or topics, meaning that there is no 

agenda to be set.  

2. Every delegate has been assigned a character role. It is your responsibility to be aware of 

who your character is and what they want. Your job during the conference is to represent 

your character’s interests to the best of your ability. Additional research could be crucial 

to helping you stay in character during the conference.  

3. Debate is conducted through continuous moderated caucuses, each with a specified 

purpose, length and speaking time. The chair will occasionally allow for unmoderated 

caucuses. The time of which will be determined by the delegates.  

4. Delegates will not write resolutions as is done in traditional General Assembly 

Committees. Instead, delegates will create directives- concise specific solutions/responses 

to crises or the simulation. Directives are plans of action that the committee as a whole 

will take to target a specific problem. It is important to note that delegates can also write 

personal directives as crisis notes (to be explained later) when exercising their own 

personal power and not drawing on the devices of others within the committee. However, 

directives normally function as a committee wide action.  

5. Other committee wide actions include communiqués and press releases. The former are 

messages from the entire committee to another organization, body, group, country, etc. 

Traditionally written in more formal language than directives, they are used to facilitate 

negotiations, make threats, requests for support, etc. Press releases are also a message 

from the entire committee and the language in which they are written is very similar to 

that of a communiqué. However, press releases are typically used to sway public opinion, 

provoke a specific public reaction, inform the public, etc.  

6. On a personal scale, delegates may write crisis notes. These are written to the crisis staff 

and do not require committee approval to pass. Traditionally the notes are a background 

endeavor undertaken by delegates to forward their own agendas. They can be used to 

obtain money, make connections and gain information on those around you or the crisis 

as a whole. Crisis notes are an expression of a character’s power and allow for a delegate 

to accomplish their goal. Similarly, personal directives are also expressions of power’s 

given to delegates through the description of their characters. Like regular directives they 

are actions that target a specific problem. However, the actions taken in a personal 

directive are limited to the resources and powers of the character writing them.  
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A Note on the Structure of the Committee 
 

This committee will function almost identically to the way in which collegiate conferences 

functions. It is meant to act as an introduction to a popular style that is seen throughout the 

collegiate circuits.  

 

This committee fast paced and demands that delegates are able to adapt to new situations, 

inventive and flexible. In a committee where the KGB is rising again it is absolutely imperative 

that delegates are able to be imaginative and quick thinking in order to execute enemies of the 

state and themselves, thwart plots against the government, and achieve their goal of re-

establishing Russian superiority.  

 

Delegates are strongly encouraged to communicate with the crisis director and staff through the 

use of crisis notes and personal directives. This is half of how delegates will be judged when 

competing in crisis. It is also the most effective way in which delegates can use their individual 

powers to achieve their own goals.   

 

In regards to position papers, rather than focusing on each delegates character, they should 

function as an outline for how the specific character approaches and plans to accomplish to goal 

outlined by the rebirth of the KGB. They should not only include the delegate’s own plans on 

what they themselves plan to do but how they plan to interact with other delegates to accomplish 

the committee’s goal. Note: It is absolutely necessary that a delegate turn in a position paper if 

they would like to qualify for an award.  

 

Awards will be given based on a delegate’s performance in the committee as well as the caliber 

of notes that they submit to crisis. In order to be awarded an outstanding delegate award a 

delegate is expected to excel in speaking/addressing the community, communicating with other 

delegates and crisis, and contributing to the overall progression of the committee. As you can see 

the ability to multi-task is crucial to a delegate’s success in this committee.  

 

Though this committee contains characters from the present day some of their backgrounds may 

be altered to allow them to fit better within the committee. That being said, the events that occur 

while in committee do not have to mimic the way the events have occurred today. For example, 

foreign relations do not have to be conducted in the same way that they have been up until and 

throughout 2016. Delegates have all of the power to advance the position of the Russian 

Federation on a world stage and are encouraged to do so.  
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Comrades,  

 

Greetings, your loyalty to me has not gone unnoticed. For years 

I’ve been watching and chronicling your movements and actions in 

both your public and private lives to ensure that you are who 

you say that you are. Your dedication to the Russian state and 

more importantly to me has served you well and proven you to be 

loyal and trustworthy state servants.  

 

This offer is not one that I extend to you all lightly nor is it 

one that I expect you to refuse. This opportunity is one that 

will offer you power, wealth and fame if taken advantage of 

correctly. However, if you dare to abuse this experience and the 

the power that I’ve gifted you with then I assure you, it is a 

decision that you will regret most wholeheartedly.  

 

Today more than ever as the power of our rivals increases we 

face threats both inside and outside of our borders. The job of 

this council is to protect and support the domestic and 

international economy of our great state. With this in mind, I 

have assembled you all. Your skills and connections have proven 

to be valuable assets in the past and I encourage you to make 

sure that they remain so.  

 

I’ve entrusted you with the stability of our state, you are to 

protect us from enemies both foreign and domestic. You have the 

authority to identify, extract, interrogate and prosecute any 

enemies that are discovered by the committee. It is imperative 

that each of you recognizes that this mission is not a public 

one. You are to operate in secret and any public discovery of 

your actions will result in severed ties between you and the 

committee.  

 

The time has come for us to embark on a new journey. One that 

will ensure the continuation of the legacy of Russian greatness 

that was started by those who came before us. Now more than ever 

we have a responsibility to protect our state from the dangers 

of outside people. You’re my closest associates, advisors, party 

members and friends. I’ve trusted you with this job. Do NOT fail 

me.  

 -VP 

 

  

“We represent in ourselves organized terror-this must be said very clearly”  

 -Feliks Dzerzhinsky, Founder of the Cheka   
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Russian Background 

Under the guise of many names the Russian state police have existed for quite some time. 

For centuries they were tasked with the job of protecting the Russian people by patrolling the 

state to foil the threats of various Russian enemies. It has been their duty to guard the Russian 

borders from heinous outside forces that would otherwise spill into the country and ruin 

everything that it holds sacred.  

 
In the Beginning  

In 1903 Vladimir Lenin and his supporters craved a defined set of rules for party membership for 

the Russian Social Democratic Workers’ Party. It was their desire to have membership extended 

to only those that were “professional revolutionaries”1 that led to the establishment of the 

Bolshevik party as a wing of their own 

party. During the second congress of the 

Russian state the Bolsheviks were able to 

gain control of the party’s central 

committee as well as the editorial board 

for the newspaper2. This gave them all of 

the tools necessary to spread their 

message throughout the country.  

Real life proof of the country’s class 

inequality and anger over Czar 

Nicholas’s decision to take the country to 

war ensured that the message was well 

received and caused internal tensions to 

grow. Ultimately this led to the Bloody 

Sunday Massacre of 1905 in which 

hundreds of workers were both wounded 

and killed by the imperial forces that 

protected the Czar’s Winter Palace3. 

                                                 
1 Pringle, Robert. "KGB." Encyclopedia Britannica Online. Encyclopedia Britannica, n.d. Web. 

21 Oct. 2016 
2 Ibd.  
3 "Bloody Sunday Massacre in Russia." History.com. A&E Television Networks, 2009. Web. 26 

Oct. 2016. 

 
"Pictures - Imperial Russia – Bloody Sunday 1905." Pictures 

- Imperial Russia – Bloody Sunday 1905. Women in European 

History, 19 Nov. 2012. Web. 26 Oct. 2016.  
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Across the country the people reacted with strikes, and riots forcing the Czar  

to establish the Duma, a series of assemblies in which the people’s representatives would work 

towards reform. The Bolsheviks however, were not pleased with the Czar’s promises and 

boycotted the first elections for the Duma4, they continued to insist that the Russian Social-

Democratic Workers’ Party needed to be a “highly centralized, disciplined, professional party” 5. 

These ideas continued to drive a wedge between the Bolsheviks and the rest of the Russian 

Social-Democratic Workers’ Party, culminating in 1912 with Lenin organizing a small minority 

of fellow party members to informally split from the main group6.  

 

The Revolution 

 

 Five years following the split within the Russian Social-Democratic Workers’ Party the 

sentiments of Lenin and his followers had effectively spread throughout the country. This 

coupled with an embarrassing lost to Japan in the 

Russo-Japanese war7 placed Russian support for 

the government at an all time low. With Czar 

Nicholas constantly disbanding the Duma8 and 

Russia’s all but successful involvement in World 

War I the people were practically crying for 

revolution. The Russian people’s morale was 

devastated after suffering defeat at not only the 

Japanese but also the militarily advanced Germans 

and their economy didn’t fare much better9. 

Discontent among the populace led to the February 

Revolution in Petrograd where crowds of people 

who were scrounging for bread found themselves 

taking to the streets, protestors clashed with the 

police, and industrial workers went on strike10.  

 

Three days into the riots the troops were 

called in to quell the unrest, the bodies of civilians 

that layered the streets did little to stop the Russian civilians who had made up their mind that 

change was necessary and therefore inevitable11. Ultimately, the Czar was forced to abdicate the 

throne, allowing the Duma to form a provisional government. This interim government was able 

to enter into talks with the Petrograd Soviet and gain control of the revolution12. It is important to 

                                                 
4 Ibd.  
5 Ibd. 
6 Ibd. 
7 History.com Staff. "Russian Revolution." History.com. A&E Television Networks, 2009. Web. 

26 Oct. 2016 
8 Ibd. 
9 Ibd. 
10 Ibd. 
11 Ibd. 
12 Ibd. 

От редколлегии сайта. "К юбилею 

Февральской революции 1917 года." 

Socialist Memo. N.p., n.d. Web. 26 Oct. 

2016.   
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acknowledge that though the interim government gained control of the revolutionaries, the 

Petrograd was much stronger. In fact, immediately after handing over control of the revolution 

the Petrograd released a statement instructing Russian “soldiers and sailors to obey only those 

orders that did not conflict with the directives of the Soviet”13.  

Following the coup, Lenin was appointed as the leader of this new state and for some 

time there was peace. The state improved relations with long time rival Germany and also saw 

improvements in the industrial sector14. Despite an anti-Bolshevik dispute propelled by the 

White Army the party continued to grow in popularity, gaining majorities in the Petrograd and 

Moscow Soviets15. They were able to gain enough support to overthrow the provisional 

government, and the second Congress of the Soviets16 when Lenin returned.   

 

The Cheka 

 

 One of the first things accomplished by Bolsheviks after coming to power in 1917 was 

the implementation of a “centralized machine to destroy all opposition”17. Established under the 

name The Extraordinary Commission to Combat Counterrevolution, (VChK), the Cheka began 

with the goal “to suppress former exploiters [who would number] fifty to a hundred financial 

magnates and bigwigs," and would quickly expand to "several hundred, at most several 

thousand, in the whole of Russia”18. As time passed the goal became more specific and explicitly 

focused on how to target any threats to the state. The organization morphed to include the 

following duties:   

 To persecute and liquidate all attempts and acts of counterrevolution and 

sabotage all over Russia, no matter what their origin 

 To hand over to the Revolutionary Tribunal all counter revolutionaries and 

saboteurs and work out measures of struggle against them 

 The Commission is to make preliminary investigations only in so far as that 

may be necessary for suppression.... The Commission is to watch the press, 

sabotage, etc., of the Right Socialist-Revolutionaries, saboteurs, and strikers. 

Sanctions-confiscation, confinement, deprivation of food cards, publications 

of lists of enemies of the people, etc.19 

The power of the Cheka grew much larger even a year after the Bolsheviks rose to power. The 

use of this not so secret police allowed the Bolsheviks to root out enemies and any threats to 

them, as they were the state. They were given the ability to target all opposition whether it be 

armed or civilian with the authority to kill them on the spot. The Cheka bestowed upon 

                                                 
13 Ibd. 
14 Ibd. 
15 Ibd. 
16 Ibd. 
17 Waller, J. M. "Russia: Death and Resurrection of the KGB." Demokratizatsiya, vol. 12, no. 3, 

2004., pp. 333-355 
18 Peter Deriabin and T. H. Bagley, The KGB: Masters of the Soviet Union (New York: 

Hippocrene, 1990), 6. 
19 Pravda, December 18, 1917, quoted in Merle Fainsod, How Russia is Ruled (Cambridge, MA: 

Harvard University Press, 1967), 663n.  
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revolutionary councils the authority to: “Seek out, arrest, and shoot immediately all members . . . 

connected in one form or another with counterrevolutionary organizations . . . (1) enemy agents 

and spies, (2) counterrevolutionary agitators, (3) speculators, (4) organizers of revolt . . . against 

the Soviet government, (5) those going to the Don to join the . . . Kaledin-Kornilov band and the 

Polish counterrevolutionary legions, (6) buyers and sellers of arms to equip the 

counterrevolutionary bourgeoisie . . . all these are to be shot on the spot . . . when caught red-

handed in the act”20  

The Evolution of the Cheka  

 The Cheka existed under numerous names including the NKVD and the KGB. The latter 

was the final form of the Cheka in its evolution and was established in 1954 as the “’sword and 

shield of the communist party”21 As the Cold War with the United States increased the need for 

heightened security the importance of the KGB also rose. Though it was presented as the 

“institution for intelligence and counterterrorism”22 it truly served as a means of surveillance for 

the communist party. This function allowed them to keep a close eye on the entire country. The 

power of the KGB continued to grow until Gorbachev came to power. Under his authority the 

KGB was reformed to curtail its influence on the communist party23.  

 Russia Today 

 In today’s society we have 

seen nationalism soar amongst 

the Russian people. Under 

Putin’s presidency the economy 

expanded primarily due to it’s 

                                                 
20 Pravda, no. 33 (259), February 10/23, 1918, quoted in Fainsod, How Russia is Ruled, 425-26. 
21 "KGB". Encyclopædia Britannica. Encyclopædia Britannica Online. 

Encyclopædia Britannica Inc., 2016. Web. 20 Oct. 2016 
22 Ibd. 
23 Ibd. 

"Russia and the Former Soviet Republics Maps - Perry-

Castañeda Map Collection - UT Library Online." Russia 

and the Former Soviet Republics Maps - Perry-Castañeda 

Map Collection - UT Library Online. University of Texas 
Libraries, n.d. Web. 26 Oct. 2016. 
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natural resources24 and the foreign policy became increasingly assertive. Moscow has reminded 

the world more than once the power that it possesses as a major energy supplier. With economic 

growth and an increased foreign25 presence tensions between the U.S. and Russia increased. 

Following the Cold War, Russia was knocked from its superpower position and has been 

reaching to reclaim it ever since.  This attempt at reclamation has led to various power struggles 

between the United States and the Russian Federation. We see this power struggle most clearly 

in the handling of Iran’s nuclear program. In 2005 Russia agreed to provide the fuel for Iran’s 

Bushehr nuclear reactor26 and has been noticeably reluctant to support any UN action, 

particularly sanctions against the country for failing to adhere to rules spearheaded by the U.S. 

As tensions between the two superpowers increased it has become obvious how necessary it is 

that the government have a source of intelligence to keep it abreast of the the current changes in 

both domestic and foreign policy.  

The Intelligence Committee for the Protection of the Russian State 

For every action there is an equal and opposite reaction, this basic law of nature applies to 

everything on earth. It appears that the Russian Federation is the opposite force to the United 

States and as such must respond to its growing power. In order to curb this power, the Russian 

government must pay special attention to both domestic and international security. In order to 

accomplish this goal close friends and associates of Vladimir Putin have been gathered together 

to revive and control a new KGB, to be named the Intelligence Committee for the Protection of 

the Russian State. The committee is granted the authority to control this new security force, in 

order to ensure the continuation of the great Russian legacy started by President Putin.  

Betrayal or disloyalty to the committee will result in the worst possible treatment ranging 

from torture to death for not only members but their relatives and family members as well. It is 

imperative that members keep all activities of the committee secret from the public. All group 

success will be referenced in the press as accomplishments done by the President himself. 

Though the committee is full of President Putin’s associates and close friends, the Russian 

government, like many governments has been riddled with corruption before and it would be of 

no surprise if the same corruption was to be discovered within this group.  

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
24 "Russia Country Profile." BBC News. BBC, 06 Mar. 2012. Web. 26 Oct. 2016. 
25 Ibd. 
26 Ibd. 
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Members of the Committee 

Alexey Miller (Deputy Chairman of the Board of Directors- Gazprom): Miller is the head of 

the largest Russian company, Gazprom, founded in 1989. They are a global energy company that 

is focused on the production, transportation, storage, processing, and sales of gas and oil.  

Gazprom holds the world’s largest natural gas reserves and accounts for a large portion of global 

and national gas output. Gazprom is a public joint stock company where the Russian 

Government owns 50% of the company. In 1991 when the Soviet Union ended, Gazprom was 

formed out of the Soviet Ministry of Gas Industry. Alexey Miller is the Deputy Chairman of the 

Board of Directors.27 

 

Eugene Kaspersky (CEO Kaspersky’s Lab): Kaspersky is the CEO and founder of 

Kaspersky’s Lab. He used to work for the KGB and it is reported that he maintains close ties 

with former and current Russian intelligence officials. Kaspersky’s Lab is a leading security-

software firm in Russia, known especially for being a “leader in uncovering cyber-espionage”. 

Beginning in 2012, Kaspersky’s Lab began a change in management by hiring people with very 

close ties to Russia’s military or intelligence services, which has since caused apprehension from 

western countries to use Kaspersky Lab’s services.28 

 

Alexey Venediktov (Editor and Chief- Echo of Moscow): Venediktov is the editor-in-chief of 

Echo of Moscow since 1998, Russia’s only remaining independent radio station. He has held 

many public and private conversations with the Russian President, Vladimir Putin. As the only 

remaining independently owned radio station, Venediktov, throws himself into the public eye 

often to reiterate the importance of free speech.29 His popularity aongst the people is what gained 

him a cabinet position, it is his influence over the Russian people that Putin values and plans to 

use for his own advantage.  

 

Svetlana Mironyuk (Editor and Chief- RIA Novosti): Mironyuk is the editor-in-chief of the 

Russian News and information agency RIA Novosti (2006-2014)30. RIA-Novosti. RIA-Novosti 

                                                 
27"About Gazprom." About Gazprom. N.p., n.d. Web. 25 Oct. 2016 
28 Matlack, Carol, Michael Riley, and Jordan Robertson. "Cybersecurity: Kaspersky Has Close 

Ties to Russian Spies." Bloomberg.com. Bloomberg, 19 May 2015. Web. 25 Oct. 2016. 
29 http://www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2015/06/15/confessions-of-moscow-s-last-independent-

radio-newsman.html  
30 RIAC :: Author Profile :: Svetlana Mironyuk." RIAC :: Author Profile :: Svetlana Mironyuk. 

Russian International Affairs Council, n.d. Web. 25 Oct. 2016. 

http://www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2015/06/15/confessions-of-moscow-s-last-independent-radio-newsman.html
http://www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2015/06/15/confessions-of-moscow-s-last-independent-radio-newsman.html
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was liquidated in 2013 by decree of Putin into the new agency Rossia Segodnya. Mironyuk 

works closely with Dmitry Kiselyov, an ultraconservative television host, who was appointed to 

head the new global news service. Mironyuk was not happy about the forced merge with Rossia 

Segodnya, but stated that “This is a presidential decree. We do not discuss it. We just obey and 

execute”. She worked as the deputy head of Information and Analysis and Public Relations 

Directorate of ZAO Media-Host and is currently the Senior vice-president, Head of Marketing 

and Communications at Sberbank Group, which is 60%31 owned by the Russian Government. 

She contributed in the creation of the first independent Russian media: NTV, Echo of Moscow, 

and newspaper “Segodnya”.32 

 

Victor Shenderovich- He is a very well known writer, TV host, satirist, journalist, and political 

critic within Russia. He has his own radio show on Echo of Moscow and considers Alexey 

Venediktov as one of his allies who holds the same values concerning freedom of speech. 

Because Shenderovich is an open critic of the Russian government, he often receives a lot of 

backlash from the Russian government over his comments.33Much like Venedikto it is his 

popularity with the Russian people that makes him appealing to the council.  

 

Viktor Zolotov (Head of the Russian Guard): Zolotov has served as Putin’s personal 

bodyguard for thirteen years. As of 2016, the Kremlin has created a new internal security force 

that answers directly to Vladmimir Putin, known as the Russian Guard with Zolotov at the head 

of it. This new security detail, according to Putin, is meant to “tighten control over the arms trade 

in the country and streamline counterterrorism”34. Zolotov is considered a Russian National 

loyalist and “would not hesitate to do anything for Putin”.35 

 

Arina Sharapova- Sharapova is a distinguished journalist and TV host from Moscow. She is 

considered to be one of the most influential women in Russian Television. She is a news anchor 

for Channel One, which is the largest and first channel to broadcast in the Russian Federation. It 

is the successor of the central television of the USSR and is owned by the government. She has 

worked on headlining television programs and enjoys involving herself with the political life of 

the Russian Federation.36 

 

Mikhail Lesin (Founder of Russia Today): Lesin was a public political figure and billionaire 

company mogul who started his career during the Soviet Union era of Russia. Once the Soviet 

                                                 

  
31 Sprenger, Carsten. "State-owned Enterprises." State Owned Enterprises in Russia (2014): n. 

pag. ICEF, Higher School of Economics, 27 Oct. 2008. Web. 25 Oct. 2016. 
32 "Svetlana Mironyuk | World Economic Forum." World Economic Forum. N.p., n.d. Web. 25 

Oct. 2016. 
33Mikhkailov, Alexander. "The Last Word." Victor Shenderovich. Passport Magazine, Aug. 

2007. Web. 25 Oct. 2016. 
34 Grove, Thomas. "New Russian Security Force Will Answer to Vladimir Putin." WSJ. 

Wsj.com, 24 Apr. 2016. Web. 25 Oct. 2016. 
35 Amos, Howard. "Putin's Friends: Who's Up And Who's Down In The Russian President's 

Inner Circle?" International Business Times. N.p., 21 June 2016. Web. 25 Oct. 2016. 
36 "Арина Шарапова." 24SMI. N.p., n.d. Web. 25 Oct. 2016. 
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Union ended, Lesin founded the Russia Today propaganda TV channel and also aggressively 

coerced the media to idolize Putin and the Russian government. He was a very close ally of Putin 

as he was also the former head of media affairs for the Russian government.37 

 

Alina Kabaeva (Member of Parliament): Kabaeva is the most winningest rhythmic gymnast in 

history. Beginning in 2009, rumors began that Putin was entangled in an affair with her amidst a 

drowning marriage with his wife at the time. Kabaeva gave birth to a baby boy that same year 

and many news outlets in Russia reported Putin as being the father. Also, the same year that 

Kabaeva retired from gymnastics she conveniently became a member of parliament in Putin’s 

United Russia Party.38 

 

Igor Sechin (President of Rosneft): Sechin is the president/owner of the large oil company, 

Rosneft. He is ranked #46 on Forbes most powerful people list and is considered to be the left 

hand man of Putin. Because the Russian government owns 85% of Rosneft, Sechin closely allies 

himself with the Kremlin. 

 

Sergei Roldugin- Roldugin is Putin’s lifelong best friend. He is the godfather to one of Putin’s 

daughters, Maria. They grew up together and share fond memories of their friendship before 

pursuing very different careers. Roldugin is a professional cellist, and in 2000, while Putin 

became president, he became lead soloist at the Mriinsky theater.39  

 

Sergei Naryshkin (Speaker of Parliament and Putin’s Chief of Staff)- Naryshkin is the 

Speaker of Parliament and Putin’s Chief of Staff. He is considered a very close ally of Putin and 

now plans to head the country’s foreign intelligence service. This appointment is considered 

notable due to the trend in Putin’s series of changes at the top of Russia’s power structure.40 

 

Dmitry Peskov (President’s Press-Secretary): His role as press-secretary involves speaking on 

the president’s behalf when need be, which he typically does. Peskov can be considered a wise 

and clever man with his role and allegiance to Putin. He tends to clean up Putin’s messes towards 

the public and comments on/provides the public with bad news, earning him the nickname of 

“bad news press-secretary”41. He is always attempting to make Putin look good, no matter the 

                                                 
37 Newton, Jennifer. "Murdered over Money? Panama Leaks Reveal That Putin's Former Media 

Chief Who Died in a Washington Hotel Room Was Linked to Offshore Company 'used 

by the Russian Leader'." Mail Online. Associated Newspapers, 04 Apr. 2016. Web. 25 

Oct. 2016. 

 
38 Kaplan, Michael. "A Rare, Tantalizing Peek into Putin's Secret Family Life." New York Post. 

N.p., 26 Dec. 2015. Web. 25 Oct. 2016. 
39 Harding, Luke. "Sergei Roldugin, the Cellist Who Holds the Key to Tracing Putin's Hidden 

Fortune." The Guardian. Guardian News and Media, 03 Apr. 2016. Web. 25 Oct. 2016. 
40 Associated Press. "Putin Names Close Ally To Head Russia's Spy Agency." Fox News. FOX 

News Network, 22 Sept. 2016. Web. 25 Oct. 2016. 
41 "Prominent Russians: Dmitry Peskov." Dmitry Peskov – Russiapedia Politics and Society 

Prominent Russians. Russiapedia, n.d. Web. 25 Oct. 2016. 
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circumstance. Although he is loyal to Putin, Peskov is a family man and can speak English, 

German, and Turkish. 

 

 

 

Sergei Shoigu (General of the Army/Ministry of Defense of the Russian Federation42): In 

2012, he became governor of Moscow and was deemed Hero of the Russian Federation. He is 

one of the country’s longest-serving officials and a friend to the public as well as Putin. He is 

well-trusted and a potential successor to Putin. Shoigu is very precise in his words and reactions 

in the political world, showing his confidence. He tends to shy away from politics as best he can, 

as to not seem like a threat. The Russian citizens have a high respect for him43 an his popularity 

amongst them is known to be a genuine threat to Putin’s rule. 

 

 

Igor Konashenkov (Major General/Chief of Department of Media Affairs and Information 

of the Russian Federation of Ministry Defense): From the birth of Konashenkov in 1966 until 

present day, it is known how influential he is in terms of the Russian military44. In 1988, he 

graduated from Zhitomir Higher Military School of Radioelectronics of the Air Defense. Ten 

years later he graduated from Air Defense Military Academy and in 2006 finished with Higher 

Courses of The General Staff Academy of the Armed Forces of the Russian Federation. Once 

directly involved with Russian military, Konashenkov found his place on the media/press side. 

He has become the spokesperson for the Ministry of Defense. In relations to the United States 

and other western nations, he tends to speak in a sarcastic tone. He is considered intelligent in 

military strategy and strict with his beliefs45.  

 

Sergey Ignatyev (Chairman Central Bank of Russia): He is married and speaks English in 

addition to Russian. He briefly served in the Russian Armed Forces in the late 60s, earning his 

experience with the military. Ignatyev became an associate professor at N.A. Voznesensky 

Leningrad Financial and Economic Institute in 1988. From there, he became the Deputy Minister 

of Economics and Finance of the Russian Federation as well as Chairman of the Bank of Russia 

and Advisor of the Governor of the Bank of Russia46. He has published over twenty research 

papers and has been awarded multiple awards throughout his career47. Ignatyev is very intelligent 

and well versed in the world of economics and the nation’s finances.  

 

                                                 
42 "Leadership." Sergei Shoigu : Ministry of Defence of the Russian Federation. N.p., n.d. Web. 

25 Oct. 2016. 
43 Nechepurenko, By Ivan. "Shoigu at 60: The Man Who Would Be Russia's King?" Shoigu at 

60: The Man Who Would Be Russia's King? N.p., n.d. Web. 25 Oct. 2016. 
44 "Leadership." Igor Konashenkov : Ministry of Defence of the Russian Federation. N.p., n.d. 

Web. 25 Oct. 2016. 
45 "General Konashenkov: Russia Will Take down Any Unidentified Flying Objects in Syria." 

The Vineyard of the Saker. N.p., n.d. Web. 25 Oct. 2016. 
46 "Sergey Mikhailovich Ignatiev: Executive Profile & Biography." Bloomberg.com. Bloomberg, 

n.d. Web. 25 Oct. 2016. 
47 "Sergey Ignatiev." Банк России. N.p., n.d. Web. 25 Oct. 2016. 
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Vladimir Kolokoltsev (Minister of Internal Affairs): Also considered “police Colonel-

General”48, Kolokoltsev began his work in the militia division for the Ministry of Internal 

Affairs49, focused in Moscow. He is considered an effective worker and very thorough in his 

investigations. He studies criminal investigations and was the deputy head of the Regional 

Operational-Investigative Bureau. His work mostly includes that of police operations, criminal 

investigations, and overseeing all of these affairs. He has become popular with his role, earning 

many state awards and special ranks by president Putin. 

 

Sergey Lavrov (Minister of Foreign Affairs): In his early life, Lavrov attended USSR Ministry 

of Foreign Affairs' Moscow State Institute of International Relations50. He can speak three 

languages including, French and English. He has taken on many roles throughout his career, 

including First Secretary, Counselor and Senior Counselor in the Permanent Representation of 

the USSR at the UN, Director of the Foreign Ministry's Department of International 

Organizations and Global Problems, and Permanent Representative of the Russian Federation at 

the United Nations51. He has been the Minister of Foreign Affairs since 2004. Lavrov’s image to 

the public would be intelligent but with a cynical, somewhat rude attitude. He tends to ignore 

what people say and assert his beliefs/opinion/dominance anyway.  

 

Maksim Topilin (Minister of Labor and Social Protection): Topilin differentiates himself 

from the rest of the committee in that he is an economist rather than a politician. Born in 1967, 

Topilin is one of the younger members on the committee. In 1988 he earned his PhD. in 

Economics at the Moscow Institute of National Economy. Upon earning his diploma, he began 

facilitating research on labor and social affairs in Moscow. This further stimulated his interest in 

social policy, labor, health, social development, and employment within this sector. As the years 

went on, he began taking on prominent roles of leadership for these different issues/topics 

eventually becoming the Minister of Labor and Social Protection52. He incorporates 

characteristics of being refined, professional, and intuitive.  

 

Mikhail Fradkov (Director of Foreign Intelligence Service): Mikhail Fradkov began working 

for the USSR Ministry of Foreign Economic Relations in 1984. He was actively involved in arms 

and military technology exports within this sector. After the fall of USSR, his career took many 

different turns. From being an advisor in terms of the USSR in Geneva, to Deputy Minister of 

Foreign Economic Relations, then as Minister of External Economic Relations under former 

president Yeltsin, to having his ministry abolished and losing his job when Putin was elected 

                                                 
48 "Ministry." Ministry. N.p., n.d. Web. 25 Oct. 2016. <https://en.mvd.ru/Ministry>. 
49 "Russia’s New Interior Minister: Vladimir Kolokoltsev." In Moscows Shadows. N.p., 31 May 

2012. Web. 25 Oct. 2016. 
50 "Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation." Minister of Foreign Affairs of the 

Russian Federation. N.p., n.d. Web. 25 Oct. 2016. 
51 Ibd.  

 
52 "OFFICIAL WEBSITE OF THE GOVERNMENT OF THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION." 

Maxim Topilin. N.p., n.d. Web. 25 Oct. 2016. 
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president, Putin eventually promoted Fradkov as Prime Minister.53 This was a shock to most, 

considering Fradkov is not considered being very close with Putin. Public opinion on Fradkov is 

that he never rose to the standards of being the second most powerful leader, behind Putin. 

Although loyal to Putin, Fradkov has room to “disagree” with the establishment. 

 

Aleksandr Bortnikov (Director of Federal Security Service): In his early years, Bortnikov 

studied at the Lenigrad Institute for Railroad Transport Engineers. He worked for railroad 

enterprises within Leningrad between 1973 and 1975. He also attended Higher School of the 

KGB, joining operative/management personnel of counterintelligence. Bortnikov became the 

Deputy Director of the Federal Security Service (FSB). He is also on the board of directors of a 

state-owned shipping company dealing with oil and gas maritime transport54. He is considered 

Putin’s top spy and an asset to the overall inner workings of his cabinet and the Russian 

Federation.  

 

Sergey Kislyak (Ambassador to the US): Kislyak was born in 1950 and graduated from the 

Moscow Engineering Physics Institute in 1973. He also finished schooling in the USSR 

Academy of Foreign Trade in 1977. He began his career in the late ‘70s and early ‘80s. It seems 

his direction within the Russian Federation was that of foreign relations with the United States. 

Some of his first leadership roles include:  Second Secretary of the Permanent Mission of the 

USSR to the UN in New York, First Secretary, Counselor of the Embassy of the USSR to the 

U.S., and Deputy Director of the Department of International Organizations of the Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs of the USSR. He can speak both English and French, as well as handle scientific 

and technical topics within his role55. He is currently a very important official in regards to 

Russia’s relations with the United States. 

 

Vladimir Puchkov (Minister of Civil Defense, Emergencies and Natural Disasters): In the 

‘70s and ‘80s, he served as a cadet in military engineering school, senior officer of civil defense 

in the Perm area, as well as with the Engineer Corps. It wasn’t until the mid to late ‘90s that his 

career in Civil Defense, Emergencies, and Natural Disasters really became prevalent. Currently 

being minister of this department, Puchkov handles the effects of these disasters/emergencies by 

planning and implementing relief on behalf of the entire government.56 He is quick-witted, 

thorough, and creative yet logical when coming up with solutions. 

 

Denis Manturov (Minister of Industry and Trade): Manturov graduated from Moscow State 

University in 1994. One striking difference of Manturov in comparison to the rest of the 

committee is that he majored in sociology as well as law in 2006 at the Russian Presidential 

Academy of National Economy. He is well seasoned in all types of social/political aspects; he 

                                                 
53 "Prominent Russians: Mikhail Fradkov." Mikhail Fradkov – Russiapedia Politics and Society 

Prominent Russians. N.p., n.d. Web. 25 Oct. 2016. 
54 "Aleksandr Bortnikov." Bigtraff. Bigtraff, n.d. Web. Oct. 2016. 

<http://bigtraff.com/znamenitosti/biografiya-aleksandr-bortnikov.html>. 

 
55 "Ambassador." Embassy of the Russian Federation to the United States of America. N.p., n.d. 

Web. 25 Oct. 2016. 
56 "Events ∙ President Of Russia." President Of Russia. N.p., 23 Sept. 2016. Web. 25 Oct. 2016. 
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has a PhD. in Economics as well. Manturov was the head of multiple plants throughout his 

career, including Ulan-Ude Aviation Plant and Mil Moscow Helicopter Plant. From these parts 

of his career, he gained insight on energy development, processes and use/understanding. This 

experience gave him recognition in terms of industry within Russia, leading to his appointment 

of Minister of Industry and Trade by Putin.57 Manturov is considered highly intellectual and 

intuitive. 

 

Sergey Donskoy (Minister of Natural Resources and Ecology): Donskoy was born around the 

Moscow area in 1968 and earned a degree in Automation and Telemechanics from Gubkin State 

Academy of Oil and Gas in 1992. In the early stages of his career he worked as an engineer in 

processing-based laboratories as well as within investment groups and companies. He was not 

only a dealer, but also an analyst. Donskoy handled all types of investments and marketing 

within this role. He is very skilled in finance. In 2012m he was appointed Minister for Natural 

Resources and Environmental Protection58. His experience with his degree from Gubkin, helps 

with his current role in government. Donskoy is clearly analytical and very careful with his 

moves.  

 

Nikolay Patrushev (Secretary of Security Council): Patrushev is the former Director of the 

Federal Security Service (FSB). He was formerly involved with the KGB. In his early life he was 

born in Leningrad in 1951 as well as graduated from Leningrad Shipbuilding Institute in 1974. 

He was recruited by the KGB shortly after. Even after the collapse of the Soviet Union, 

Patrushev steadily worked within security of the FSB. He has been involved in much debate of 

the poisoning of Alexander Litvinenko, a “whistleblower”, where he apparently approved the 

killing59. He has a negative view of the United States and blames them for many issues Russia 

has. He has received over 15 different medals and honors throughout his work 

 

Olga Golodets (Deputy Prime Minister of the Russian Federation):  

The only woman on the current cabinet of President Putin, Olga Golodets has a very prominent 

role. Born in 1962 in Moscow, she became interested in economics. This interest led her to 

attend and graduate from the Economics Faculty at Lomonosov Moscow State University. She 

earned her PhD. in Economics. From the start of her career she facilitated many research 

programs involving labor and employment problems. She became very involved in social policy 

and human resources, as well as Nickel and other precious metals. In 2010 she rose to become 

Deputy Mayor of Education and Healthcare of Moscow and in 2012, Putin appointed her Deputy 

Prime Minister60. Although she collaborates with Putin and is seen as loyal to him, it has become 

known that she will oppose him if necessary. Golodets is strong and fierce but tame in terms of 

                                                 
57 "Denis Manturov." Rostec. N.p., n.d. Web. 25 Oct. 2016. 

<http://rostec.ru/en/about/board/person/284>. 
58 "OFFICIAL WEBSITE OF THE GOVERNMENT OF THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION." 

Sergei Donskoi. N.p., n.d. Web. 25 Oct. 2016. 

 
59 "Who Is Who: Nikolay Patrushev." Russia Profile. Russia Profile, n.d. Web. Oct. 2016. 

<http://russiaprofile.org/bg_people/resources_whoiswho_alphabet_p_patrushev.html>. 
60  "OFFICIAL WEBSITE OF THE GOVERNMENT OF THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION." 
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politics. She can provide the committee with a different point of view that is needed in most 

situations (considering the country is ruled by men). She asserts herself appropriately and earns 

respect in doing so.  

 

Suggested Readings: 

 
This background guide is to serve as your primary reference for this committee. The portfolio 

powers are capabilities that each delegate will possess is either explicitly stated or strongly 

suggested within the character bios. Any questions or uncertainties should be directed to the 

Crisis Director (you can find their contact information in the welcome letter). These powers 

dictate what can and cannot be done by a specific delegate during the conference.  

 

Delegates are expected to know their characters’ attitudes towards Putin as well as the United 

States. Any actions taken in the past can be indicative of this attitude.  It is also encouraged that 

delegates familiarize themselves with the backgrounds and storylines of others in the committee. 

This will aid delegates in planning out their actions in the committee and ensure that interactions 

between committee members and crisis are productive.   

 

Events for our committee will take place in Moscow, in regards to the time frame, one day is 

equal to thirty minutes of the committee. The committee is occurring in the year 2017 and the 

United States has elected Hillary Clinton as its President. The situation in Syria continues to 

escalate and fight against ISIS continues. Efforts have been made to expel the group from the 

earth but no substantial action has yet been successful enough. As mentioned earlier Russia’s 

economy is growing, primarily due to their control over the oil market. This could be an 

influential negotiation tool that should not be ignored.  

 

The following websites are merely starting points for your research.  

http://www.globalsecurity.org/intell/world/russia/kgb-su0515.htm 

http://government.ru/en/gov/  

http://www.globalsecurity.org/intell/world/russia/kgb-su0515.htm
http://government.ru/en/gov/

